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 T A R G E T  A U D I E N C E  

 
The conference is addressed at national and regional government representatives in all countries of 
South-East Europe, who are involved in the process of policy making in the area of Innovation, 
Entrepreneurship and Regional Development. Special target group are enterprises, as well as non-
governmental organizations active in conference topics. 
The conference brings together policy makers, experts, practitioners, professors, business people and 
scientists in this subject area. ICEIRD 2010 will make a contribution to policy making and new ideas 
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on competitiveness in the region. Special target audience are students, young researchers, scientists, 
and their supervisors from academia and industry to present actual research projects and results. 

 
 O B J E C T I V E S  A N D  S C O P E  O F  T H E  C O N F E R E N C E  

 
We live in a time of change, in a fast evolving, increasingly global and competitive economy. 
Sustaining a competitive advantage requires that individuals, companies, and nations anticipate, 
stimulate and manage change rather than simply react to it. This is what entrepreneurship is about: 
channeling change to your advantage. New ideas generate new realities and this requires knowledge 
from different disciplines and the ability to combine such insight with the daily practical realities of 
business life. 
We hope that ICEIRD 2010 will give small contribution how to achieve this delicate balance by itself 
combining both theory and practice, gathering in the same place decision makers (government, 
ministries- and state agencies), scientists (universities, research and development centres, start-up. 
centres and incubators) and practitioners (SME's) in order to discuss topic that are of crucial 
importance for national competitiveness and increased regional development in the South East 
Europe. The key areas of the conference are:  
 Entrepreneurship as a process of identifying opportunities and putting useful ideas into practice; 
Innovation as the driver of national, regional and global economy;  

 Regional development and the possibilities and barriers for closer cooperation between South East 
European economies.  

 
 MISSION: 

 
Mission of the International Conference for Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Regional Development 
(ICEIRD) is to strengthen the entrepreneurial spirit and help develop and sustain economic growth by 
fostering innovation, through the academic knowledge and expertise. ICEIRD Consortium has been 
established to provide a multi-disciplinary and cross-sectoral forum for researchers, practitioners, and 
policy makers in the field of innovation and regional development, and a means for sharing findings 
that promote innovation and therefore enhance economic, technological and regional socio-
economic development through new economic activities that stimulate generation of wealth through 
entrepreneurial and sustainable employment and growth and thus increase competitiveness as well 
as civil society development and enhancement via the inter-networking of disciplines, researchers, 
policy makers and practitioners in diverse countries in the region. 
The ICEIRD Consortium drives research agenda in the field of technology, innovation and 
entrepreneurship and regional economic development. It is one of the premium and pioneering 
consortia that successfully and effectively link theory and practice through well-established research 
outputs and annual meetings. 

 
 T O P I C S  O F  I N T E R E S T  

 
Creativity, Complexity and Competitiveness Issues for Small and Medium Enterprises (EU and 
other)  

 Leveraging e-skills for Innovation in the Knowledge Society  
 Managing and Leveraging Complexity, Creativity and Innovation in SMEs  
 Trust, Respect, Culture and Collaboration Issues for SMEs in SEE vs. other regions (EU)  
 Leadership and Management practices that can be applied to SMEs  
 SME Business process modeling, SME Knowledge management and technology transfer  
 New Technology Ventures Financing  
 Business incubation management and leadership  
 Human Resources Practices for promoting innovation for SMEs 

South East European Entrepreneurial and Innovation Clusters  
 SMEs’ Entrepreneurship as an Innovation Driver  
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 Opportunities and barriers for closer cooperation between South East European SMEs  
 Strategic Integration vs. Flexibility and SME Competitiveness  
 Innovation Clusters, Technology Transfer and Social Entrepreneurship  
 Social Networking as Driver of EICs formation  
 Science & Technology Parks and EICs  
 Young and Women Entrepreneurs development via EICs  
 Benchmarking of Entrepreneurship and Innovation Best Practices in the region  
 Innovation policy in SMEs 

Technology Innovation, Transfer and Commercialization across Governement, University,  
 The role of the State and Public Policy with regards to SME Innovation and Entrepreneurship  
 Governmental and regional policies on entrepreneurship and innovation  
 Entrepreneurial Universities and Entrepreneurial Innovation Clusters  
 Entrepreneurship education, University – Industry collaboration  
 Innovative supply chains, Innovative Supply Chain Management practices in SEE  
 SMEs and the role of the Innovation Zone (business centers and incubators)  
 Intangibles Valuation and Intellectual Property Rights 

 
 I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S  

 
Submission of camera ready full papers: 23rd April 2010 
Early egistration and author registration: 23rd April 2010 

 
 S C I E N T I F I C  C O M M I T T E E  –  Conference Chair 

 
Dr. Zoran Anisic, University of Novi Sad, Novi Sad, Serbia 

 
 S C I E N T I F I C  C O M M I T T E E  –  Conference Executives 

 
Dr. Ari-Veikko Anttiroiko, University of Tampere, Tampere, Finland  
Professor Elias Carayannis, George Washington University, Washington DC, USA  
Professor Ilija Cosic, University of Novi Sad, Novi Sad, Serbia  
Mrs. Cotet Domnica, Mechanical Research Engineering Institute, Bucharest, Romania  
Professor Robert Huggins, University of Wales Institute, Cardiff, United Kingdom  
Professor Panayiotis Ketikidis, City College, Thessaloniki, Greece  
Professor Nicos Komninos, Urban and Regional Innovation Research Unit, Thessaloniki, Greece  
Professor Siau Ching Lenny Koh, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, United Kingdom  
Dr. Zenon Michaelides, University of Liverpool, Liverpool, UK  
Professor Roumen Nikolov, University of Sofia, Sofia, Bulgaria  
Professor Leon Oerlemans, Tilburg University, Tilburg, Netherlands  
Dr. Luke Pittaway, Georgia Southern University, Statesboro, GA, USA  
Dr. Radmil Polenakovik, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University, Skopje, MK  
Professor Petko Ruskov, Sofia University, Sofia, Bulgaria  
Professor Vojin Senk, University of Novi Sad, Novi Sad, Serbia  
Dr. Jaka Vadnjal, GEA College for Entrepreneurship, Piran, Slovenia  
Professor Colin Williams, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, United Kingdom  

 
 S C I E N T I F I C  C O M M I T T E E  –  Committee Members 

 
Mr. Adi Kovacevic, WUS Austria, Graz, Austria  
Mr. Anthony Gribben, European Training Foundation, Turin, Italy  
Dr. Anna Sotiriadou, CITY-College, Thessaloniki, Greece  
Dr. Anton Constantin Micu, Bucarest, Romania  
Dr. Bozidar Lekovic, Faculty of Economy, Subotica, Serbia  
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Mr. Bojan Lalic, Faculty of Technical Sciences, Novi Sad, Serbia 
Dr. Bobek Suklev, Faculty of Economy, Skopje, Macedonia  
Mr. Boris Curkovic, University of Tuzla, Tuzla, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Dr. Christina Miariti, SEERC, Thessaloniki, Greece  
Mr. Darko Konjevic, Podgorica, Montenegro  
Dr. Delco Jovanoski, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, Skopje, Macedonia  
Dr. Denise Fletcher, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, United Kingdom  
Ms. Efka Heder, European Training Foundation, Turin, Italy  
Dr. Elena Rodriguez-Falcon, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, United Kingdom  
Dr. Fuada Stankovic, Faculty of Law, Novi Sad, Serbia 
Mr. Herbert Pock, Graz, Austria  
Mr. Igor Medic, BIOS, Osijek, Croatia  
Dr. Igor Pavlin, GEA College, Ljubljana, Slovenia  
Dr. Ilija Cosic, Technical University, Novi Sad, Serbia  
Mr. Jack Bourke, University of Limerick, Limerick, Ireland  
Dr. Karl Hainz-Fiedler, SPICE, Berlin, Germany  
Dr. Karolj Kasas, Regional Chamber of Commerce,Subotica  
Dr. Kiril Anguelov, Technical University, Sofia, Bulgaria  
Dr. Klaus Schuch, ZSI, Vienna, Austria  
Dr. Konstantin Dimitrov, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, Skopje, Macedonia  
Dr. Konstantin Petkovski, University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bitola, Macedonia  
Dr. Lenny Koh, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, United Kingdom  
Dr. Ljubica Shuturkova, University "Ss. Cyril and Methodius", Skopje, Macedonia  
Dr. Ljubomir Drakulevski, Faculty of Economy, Skopje, Macedonia  
Dr. Luke Pitaway, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, United Kingdom  
Mr. Martin Felix - Gajdusek, ASO Sofia, Sofia, Bulgaria  
Mr. Michel Richter, SENSI, Amsterdam, Nederland  
Dr. Martha Muhlburger, University of Leoben, Leoben, Austria  
Academic Nikola Klusev, MASA, Macedonia  
Dr. Nenad Penezic, Faculty of Technical Sciences, Novi Sad, Serbia 
Dr. Nikos Zaharis, SEERC, Thessaloniki, Greece  
Mr. Peter Perkonigg, Styrean Development Agency, Graz, Austria  
Dr. Ricardo Pinto, Stratagem Consulting International, Hamburg, Germany  
Dr. Slavica Singer, JJ Strosmaer University, Osijek, Croatia  
Academic Taki Fiti, Skopje, MASA, Macedonia  
Dr. Todor Kralev, Faculty of Tourism, Skopje, Macedonia  
Dr. Valentina Gecevska, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, Skopje, Macedonia  
Dr. Vasyl Gerasymchuk, National Technical University of Ukraine, Kiev, Ukraine  
Dr. Velimir Stojkovski, University "Ss. Cyril and Methodius", Skopje, Macedonia  
Dr. VeraZelenovic, Regional Chamber of Commerce, Novi Sad 
Dr. Vojin Senk, Faculty of Technical Sciences, Novi Sad, Serbia 
Dr. Viktor Stefov, Faculty of Natural Science, Skopje, Macedonia  
Dr. Vladimir Dukovski, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, Skopje, Macedonia  
Dr. Yannick Du Pont, SPARK, Amsterdam, Nederland  
Dr. Zoran Anisic, Technical University, Novi Sad, Serbia 

 
 G O A L S  

 
The objective of ICEIRD Consortium is to establish an effective channel of communication between 
policy makers, government agendas, academic and research institutions and persons concerned with 
the latest research, scientific development and practice on innovation and regional development, 
with the following goals:  
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 To bridge the gap between academic and industry through applied research on technology, 
innovation and entrepreneurship and regional economic development  

 To foster knowledge transfer and collaboration between the academic and industry sectors in 
emergent technology, system and model contexts  

 To organize annual conferences/workshops to meet with members and participants and 
disseminate latest research and practice  

 To publish results of projects in quality academic and professional journals, books, 
handbooks, proceedings, and reports.  

 To generate funding from sources such as local government and research councils for 
furthering and developing new projects that could benefit the regional and country economy 
and industry by sharing of experiences and know-how between regions and countries  

 To work in partnership with industry on specific entrepreneurial challenges, or innovative 
ideas  

 To drive international research collaboration on projects related to innovation and regional 
development.  

 To serve as the resources and expertise’s hub on entrepreneurship and innovation by 
providing an ICEIRD consortium platform and a knowledge bank.  

 To infuse and pump knowledge and expertise into improving the competitiveness of 
enterprises in developing countries.  

 To be the first successful international network that enables exchange and transfer of 
knowledge, expertise and resources between developed and developing countries (the real 
global innovative chain)  

 
 B A C K G R O U N D  

 
The International Conference for Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Regional Development (ICEIRD) 
Consortium was formally established in 2008. It is a multi - disciplinary and cross-sectoral network 
crossing several streams of theory and practice, namely entrepreneurship, innovation, regional 
economic development and information systems. The ICEIRD Consortium was set-up with members 
from institutions jointly researching and collaborating in strategising/organising the annual ICEIRD 
conference and managing joint projects focused on the theory, policy and practice of 
entrepreneurship and innovation in particular as it pertains to information technologies. 
One of the higher concern features of the so-called European Innovation Paradox is the divide 
between academic research and policy-making, between thinkers and doers. The ICEIRD can become 
an authoritative reference in bridging this gap by developing analysis in the field of innovation and 
regional policy, based on high-level academic research, but without neglecting the lessons learnt by 
policy makers and professionals in the field. Thus establishing experiential feedback learning loops 
and cross fertilization among two communities which have lived too far away from each other for far 
too long, and in the European Union in particular. 

 
 S U B M I S S I O N S  

 
Paper Submission - Academic papers accepted and presented at the conference will be published in 
the Conference Proceedings. Selected papers will be also published in a special issue of the 
International Journal for Innovation and Regional Development (IJIRD), Interscience Publisher Ltd. 
As well as full academic papers, the following submissions are welcomed and will be published in the 
Booklet of Abstracts:  
 Case Study Submissions - Presentations from individuals or companies working in the field  
 Practitioner Contribution - Contributions, either presentations or demonstrations, from 

individuals or companies working in the field.  
 Institutional Contribution - Contributions, either presentations or demonstrations, from 

institutions working in the field (agencies, chambers, tehnoparks, incubators, municipal offices, 
etc.) 
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 L O C A T I O N  

 
Novi Sad is located in the southern part of Europe, in Serbia and lies on the left bank of the river 
Danube. It is the second largest city in Serbia.. In contrast to many other European destinations, has 
the reputation, by full right, of a multinational, multicultural and multi-confessional metropolis in 
which all differences are seen as advantages. The witnesses to that are Novi Sad Theatre/Újvidéki 
Színház and University of Novi Sad with 19 faculties and specialized departments at which the 
lectures are held in languages of national minorities or were founded with that purpose. Still, there 
are so many other things that represent a daily, lively routine of Novi Sad. Novi Sad is quite sensitive 
to its bridges. 134 pontoon bridges have been constructed from 1720s until 1920s. The history of these 
bridges is another story, a story so special that sometimes Novi Sad was called "the town where river 
runs above the bridges". Novi Sad is a simple city, hospitable and open-hearted to all of its visitors, 
built by measure of a man. It is a city one gets to know and love easily, but also a place hard to forget 
and leave forever. 

 
 C O N T A C T  

 
Dr Zoran Anisic 
University of Novi Sad 
Faculty of Technical Sciences 
Trg Dositeja Obradovica 6 
21000 Novi Sad, Serbia 
e-mail: info@iceird.org  
Danijela Gracanin  
University of Novi Sad 
Faculty of Technical Sciences 
Trg Dositeja Obradovica 6 
21000 Novi Sad, Serbia 
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